THE TRIPLE ALLIANCE

modern Conservative group, is perhaps doubtful. The
fact, however, is that the majority of Prussian Conserva-
tives regard alliance with Austria as congruous with their
tendencies, and did so none the less when there existed
a sort of temporary rivalry in Liberalism between the two
governments. The Conservative halo of the Austrian
name outweighed with most of the members of this group
the advances, partly out of date, partly recent, made in
the region of Liberalism, and the occasional leaning to
rapprochements with the Western Powers, and especially
with France. The considerations of expediency which
commended to Catholics an alliance with the preponderant
Catholic Great Power came nearer home. In a league,
having the form and force of a treaty, between the new
German Empire and Austria the National-Liberal party
discerned a way of approximating to the quadrature of the
political circle of 1848, by evading the difficulties which
stood in the way of the complete unification, not only of
Austria and Prussia-Germany, but also of the several con-
stituents of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Thus, out-
side of the social democratic party, whose approval was
not to be had for any policy whatever which the govern-
ment might adopt, there was in parliamentary quarters no
opposition to the alliance with Austria, and much partial-
ity for it.

Moreover, the traditions of international law from the
time of the Holy Roman Empire, German by nation, and
of the German confederation tended to the theory that be-
tween Germany as a whole and the Habsburg monarchy
there existed a legal tie binding these central European
territories together for purposes of mutual support. Prac-
tical effect had indeed rarely been given to this consortium
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